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Derailed Oil Train in Oregon a Catalyst for Action 

On June 3rd, 16 cars of a 96-car 

Union Pacific oil train derailed in the 

Columbia River Gorge near Mosier, 

Oregon. Several of the cars caught 

fire, sending a large plume of black 

smoke high up to the sky. Over 

40,000 gallons of oil escaped. 10,000 

gallons contaminated the sewer 

system, temporarily closing the 

wastewater treatment plant. So much 

water was used to cool down the cars 

that Mosier’s primary water source 

was depleted. Some of the oil 

reached the Columbia River, creating 

a sheen. Schools and homes were 

evacuated. 

Thankfully, no one was killed. But 

the events that unfolded underscored 

how dangerous these oil trains can 

be, and how unprepared communities 

along the rail routes are to deal with 

such a disaster.  

The fiery derailment led to quick 

action among a number of leaders 

and community groups. Notably, 

Governor Kate Brown called for a 

moratorium on oil trains traveling 

through the Gorge. Later, Governor 

Jay Inslee called for a moratorium on 

Union Pacific trains in Washington 

until they could more thoroughly 

inspect their tracks.  

The Stand Up to Oil campaign – of 

which WPSR is a proud member – 

quickly circulated a petition calling 

for President Obama to immediately 

institute a federal ban on transporting 

oil through our communities and to 

reject federal permits that would 

allow more oil to travel through our 

region. The campaign also called for 

Governors Inslee and Brown to reject 

permits for state land or water that 

would allow more oil through our 

region.  

WPSR urged Governor Inslee to 

deny all plans for oil terminal 

expansion currently under review and 

to declare a state of emergency to 

prohibit transport of crude oil by rail. 

We also wrote to U.S. Secretary of 

Transportation Anthony Foxx, asking 

DOT to prohibit transport of Bakken 

crude oil until a complete 

investigation and root cause analysis 

of the derailment can be completed 

and made public. We reminded both 

Governor Inslee and Secretary Foxx 

that over 300 health professionals 

who signed our joint WA-OR 

position statement have already 

expressed their desire to prohibit any 

expansion of oil by rail in our states.  

We will amplify the lessons 

magnified in Mosier by continuing to 

work toward denials for any 

proposed new crude oil terminals that 

would facilitate additional crude by 

rail traveling through our region, 

including the Tesoro-Savage oil-by-

rail terminal project—which would 

be the largest oil-by-rail terminal in 

the country. The project’s 

adjudicative hearings before the 

Energy Facility Site Evaluation 

Council (EFSEC) began in late June. 

If the project is allowed to go 

forward, we can expect more of these 

disasters to happen, as Dr. Beth Lee, 

a family practice physician from 

Clark County, said at the first day of 

hearings. 

“This terminal proposal is a public 

health disaster waiting to happen. 

Why would we voluntarily put our 

homes, schools, and communities at 

risk? We must learn from what 

happened in Mosier and say no to 

this oil terminal.” 

Thank you for supporting this 

campaign, whether through public 

testimonials, attending hearings, 

writing letters to your newspaper, 

telling neighbors , signing our 

position statement opposing new 

crude-by-rail projects, or meeting 

with your city councilmembers. Our 

collective actions are having a huge 

impact! 
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still-languishing 2007 Washington 

measure. 

Advocating for paid family leave, 

Dr. Hoverman says, is part of being 

“authentic about the path to social 

responsibility.” 

In the short term, Dr. Hoverman says 

he hopes that path involves the West 

Coast states taking the lead in making 

sure families get paid leave. But 

ultimately, Dr. Hoverman says he’d 

like to see paid parental leave for all 

families in the United States become 

a central and compelling issue that 

has at long last reached its time for 

implementation. 

For those interested in learning more 

about parental leave in the U.S., Dr. 

Hoverman suggests viewing Jessica 

Shortall’s TED talk on the subject, 

and reading fellow WPSR Board 

member Dr. Stephen Bezruchka’s  

paper in Healthcare. 

Family Physicians Adopt Family Leave Resolution  

Thanks to the efforts of WPSR Board 

member Dr. Adam Hoverman, the 

Washington Academy of Family 

Physicians (WAFP) House of 

Delegates passed a resolution in May 

saying the organization would 

explore the creation of a working 

group to advocate for “addressing the 

dearth of state funding for a parental 

leave policy that provides working 

parents job-protected time with their 

newborn or adopted child.” A family 

leave insurance program that would 

provide these benefits was approved 

by the Washington State Legislature 

in 2007, but the state has never 

implemented or funded the program. 

Dr. Hoverman says after seeing the 

power of resolutions—how they keep 

focus on specific issues and help 

build consensus around those 

issues—he was inspired to bring his 

own resolution to the floor. During 

the meeting, family physicians shared 

stories of the consequences of the 

lack of paid leave they and their 

patients faced. Out of the discussion 

that followed, Dr. Hoverman says, 

arose a clear need to find out why 

there is no funding for the state’s 

paid leave program, and a need to 

build a larger coalition around the 

issue of paid family leave. 

Paid family and medical leave has 

come to the forefront of political 

discussions over the past several 

years, and especially during this 

election cycle. While Canada and 

European countries adopted paid 

leave for new parents decades ago, in 

the U.S. only California, New Jersey, 

and Rhode Island currently guarantee 

parents paid time off to recover from 

birth or adoption, and to bond with 

the new member of the family. 

Time away from work to care for 

family members, Dr. Hoverman says, 

is “part of the basis of civil society. 

Health is essential to civil society. 

We have all experienced the 

downstream effects of family leave 

not existing.”   

Recent studies have found that the 

time before and after birth are critical 

in determining the health outcomes 

for people throughout their lives. 

Thus, Dr. Hoverman says paid family 

leave is not only essential to 

improving the health of all 

Americans, it’s also a “moral 

imperative.”  

“[Paid family leave] is as simple as 

taking the opportunity to help people 

in need,” Dr. Hoverman says. “It’s 

something we can all benefit from.”  

Last year, WPSR developed a 

position paper on family leave, 

advocating for at least 39 weeks of 

paid leave to be divided between 

parents. We projected this type of 

program would require a 0.96% 

payroll tax (matched by the 

employer) in order to be fully funded, 

based on the estimates made in the 

The Washington Academy 

of Family Physicians 

adopted a resolution on 

paid family leave, which 

was brought to the table by 

WPSR Board member Dr. 

Adam Hoverman. 

https://www.ted.com/talks/jessica_shortall_how_america_fails_new_parents_and_their_babies?language=en
https://www.ted.com/talks/jessica_shortall_how_america_fails_new_parents_and_their_babies?language=en
http://www.mdpi.com/2227-9032/4/2/30
http://www.mdpi.com/2227-9032/4/2/30


Seattle City Council Resolution : Clean and Safe Electricity  

On May 31, a year-long effort to 

persuade the City of Seattle and 

Seattle City Light to adopt a policy 

that would increase scrutiny of the 

Columbia Generating Station nuclear 

reactor and encourage greener energy 

came to fruition.  

The full Seattle City Council 

unanimously approved Resolution 

31667. Three days later, Mayor Ed 

Murray signed his concurrence. 

Seattle City Light’s position of 

supporting clean and safe electricity 

production was officially affirmed 

thanks to work done by a core group 

of organizers that included Chuck 

Johnson, Oregon/Washington PSR 

Joint Nuclear Power Task Force 

Director, and WPSR board members 

Dr. Steve Gilbert and Tom 

Buchanan, along with Heart of 

America Northwest, Fellowship of 

Reconciliation, and some strategic 

help from the Sierra Club and the 

Northwest Energy Coalition. The 

Nuclear Power Task Force worked 

closely with Councilmember Kshama 

Sawant and her aides to create the 

resolution, which was also 

unanimously approved by the City 

Council’s Energy Committee.  

The resolution puts the state’s largest 

utility on record opposing the use of 

fossil fuels and new nuclear energy to 

generate electricity. The resolution 

also commits to an ongoing 

evaluation of the Columbia 

Generating Station (CGS) nuclear 

power plant on the basis of health, 

safety, reliability, and cost; 

establishes the goal of replacing all 

fossil fuel and nuclear-generated 

electricity with increased energy 

efficiency and renewable energy; and 

instructs City Light to reflect this 

position in its own policies and 

interactions with other utilities, 

federal and state agencies, and 

organizations of which it is a member 

or participant.  

City Light represents Seattle on the 

state-chartered board that manages 

the commercial nuclear reactor 

located on the Hanford Nuclear 

Reservation. The Columbia 

Generating Station shares a similar 

boiling water reactor design to the 

reactors that melted down in 

Fukushima, Japan, in 2011. Plus, the 

reactor is vulnerable to more than 

twice the ground motion from an 

earthquake than it was designed to 

withstand. In addition, the reactor has 

created as many curies of radioactive 

waste as were produced at Hanford 

during nuclear weapons production, 

with no permanent safe disposal site 

available. Currently ratepayers spend, 

on average, $100 million annually to 

subsidize the CGS beyond market 

power costs. 

With Resolution 31667, the City of 

Seattle finally provides meaningful 

oversight of the CGS.  

 

We say THANK YOU to the City 

of Seattle, Seattle City Light, and 

Mayor Ed Murray for their 

support of a carbon-free, nuclear-

free future in the Northwest. 

The City of Seattle will evaluate the 

Columbia Generating Station 

nuclear power plant on the basis of 

health, safety, reliability, and cost. 



WPSR Leading Opposition to Nuclear Weapons Modernization 

Our PSR chapter has taken the lead 

in convening the five West Coast 

PSR chapters (WA, OR, Sacramento, 

Los Angeles, and San Francisco) into 

a coalition to work at getting some of 

the progressive members of Congress 

from this region to step out as 

champions for stopping the proposed 

“modernization” (think: “major 

upgrade”) of U.S. nuclear arsenals, to 

the tune of $1 trillion over the next 

three decades. Our chapters have 

begun to communicate regularly to 

support each other in reaching out to 

our respective members of Congress. 

At the same time, we have influenced 

National PSR to adopt a clear and 

new strategic emphasis on directly 

engaging members of Congress to 

stop the new nuclear arsenal. While 

we continue to support efforts related 

to specific anti-nuclear endeavors 

(including successful implementation 

of the Iran deal and blocking funding 

for a new generation of nuclear-

armed cruise missiles), we feel 

strongly that the wholesale rebuilding 

of our nation’s nuclear arsenals must 

be addressed.  

We have held meetings with several 

of our members of Congress over the 

past year, including a meeting with 

Representative Adam Smith last 

August while he was in WA during 

the Congressional recess. Six WPSR 

members had the chance to sit down 

with Rep. Smith and discuss with 

him our concerns about nuclear 

weapons, citing that they are: 

 Immoral: They are 

indiscriminate weapons of mass 

murder. Pope Francis has 

declared nuclear weapons to be 

ethical abominations and has 

made a compelling case for 

banning them. 

 Illegal: In a landmark 1996 

opinion, the International Court 

of Justice held that not only the 

use, but the threat of use of 

nuclear weapons was contrary to 

international law. 

 Intolerably Expensive: Colossal 

expenditures on weapons that 

must never be used are an 

appalling injustice in the face of 

unmet societal needs. This 

money could be directed toward 

education, energy transition, 

infrastructure, debt reduction, or 

sensible military expenditures 

that would actually help our 

armed forces accomplish critical 

missions, all critical aspects of 

true national security. 

 Unacceptably Dangerous: It is 

miraculous that an accidental 

nuclear detonation has not 

occurred to date. Eric Schlosser’s 

book, Command and Control, 

details a frightening history of 

near-misses. Acquisition of a 

nuclear weapon by a terrorist 

group is an even more terrifying 

prospect. 

 Militarily Useless: Nuclear  

weapons are too massively 

destructive to convey any real 

advantage to their possessors. 

They do not deter ISIS or prevent 

Russian aggression. They don’t 

help us in Afghanistan, Iraq, or 

Syria. Our insistence in 

maintaining our bloated arsenal 

does not deter nuclear 

proliferation, but rather drives it. 

This year, Rep. Smith has been 

speaking out in opposition of the full 

modernization of our nuclear 

arsenals, suggesting that the $1 

trillion expenditure is out of line with 

our security needs. Said Smith in a 

recent interview with Defense News, 

“…the trillion-dollar modernization 

of our nuclear weapons force…[is] 

completely and utterly unaffordable. 

If you look at our national security 

challenges, make no mistake, we 

have to have a credible deterrent. But 

I think to have a Cold War nuclear 

policy is completely inappropriate to 

the current times.”  

Rep. Smith recently sponsored an 

amendment to the Department of 

Defense appropriations bill that 

would have eliminated three quarters 

of the funding for a new generation 

of nuclear-armed cruise missiles, the 

Long Range Standoff (LRSO). 

Though the amendment did not pass 

out of the House, we were 

encouraged that half of Washington’s 

Representatives supported it. 

We are establishing ongoing 

meetings and dialogue with our 

Representatives and Senators, 

encouraging them to defund nuclear 

weapons in favor of true national 

security. 

Adam Smith, U.S. Representative 
for WA’s 9th district, questions 

the wisdom of spending $1 
trillion to modernize our nuclear 

arsenal.  



Upcoming Events! 

Climate Advocacy Training:      

July 23 

Are you a health professional 

concerned about climate change and 

its impacts on your patients, your 

family, and on the well-being of our 

planet? Then join us for a day of 

Climate Advocacy Training on 

Saturday, July 23!  

The training, which is designed 

specifically for health professionals, 

will include an overview of current 

climate change science, what it 

means for the global population, and 

solutions, including mitigating 

further climate change, building 

resilience for adapting to climate 

change, and actions with co-benefits 

for public health. Because effective 

advocacy takes many forms, 

attendees will learn to speak to a 

variety of audiences—from peers to 

elected officials—and how to write a 

compelling opinion piece on climate 

change, health issues...and solutions, 

of course!  

Additional details and a link to 

register for the training are on our 

website: www.wpsr.org. This 

workshop is free for WPSR members 

and students, but you must register to 

attend.  

*** 

 

 

From Hiroshima to Hope:     

August 6 

From Hiroshima to Hope will host its 

annual lantern-floating ceremony at 

Green Lake in Seattle to remember 

the victims of the atomic bombs 

dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 

The evening begins at 6 PM, and 

includes a chance to try lantern 

calligraphy, meditate, have a picnic, 

and enjoy some art, including a 

sculpture of "Little Boy" by artist 

Yukiyo Kawano. There will also be 

music and speakers before the 

lanterns are placed on the lake. The 

event is free to attend. 

For more information, visit  From 

Hiroshima to Hope's website. 

Monthly Donor Profile: Why I Give 
By Sunil Kumar Aggarwal, MD, PhD 

I’m a busy clinician, and it’s hard to 

find time to make my voice heard on 

the issues I care about. I’m so glad to 

know that WPSR is there. With my 

monthly contribution, I’m supporting 

WPSR in their work to eliminate 

funding for new nuclear weapons and 

move towards total disarmament. I’m 

heartened by the work WPSR is 

doing to engage our Congressional 

delegation in opposing funding for 

nuclear weapons – and was 

encouraged by the fact that half of 

our Representatives from 

Washington recently voted against 

funding for a new nuclear weapons 

system. 

Sunil Kumar Aggarwal, MD, PhD 

WPSR member, 
Dr. Sunil Kumar 
Aggarwal, with 
his wife Tapoja 
and son Eeshan 
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WPSR’s Expanded Giving Options 

WPSR is now accepting stock donations! If you’d like to donate stock—to support our mission of creating a healthy, 

peaceful, and sustainable world—please contact WPSR Executive Director, Laura Skelton: (206) 547-2630 or 

laura@wpsr.org. 

http://www.wpsr.org
http://fromhiroshimatohope.org/
http://fromhiroshimatohope.org/

