
Take Action: Support Senator Cantwell in co-sponsoring the Restricting First Use of Nuclear Weapons Act – S.200 

 

We believe Senator Cantwell is considering co-sponsoring the Restricting First Use of Nuclear Weapons Act, which would 

require the President to get Congressional approval to launch a first-strike nuclear attack. But, she wants to see that this 

is an issue her constituents care about, especially since Members of Congress don’t usually hear about nuclear weapons 

issues. A new report from the Congressional Management Foundation found that “direct constituent interactions have 

more influence on lawmakers' decisions than other advocacy strategies,” especially when interactions are personal. So 

we have a goal of getting 300 people to call Sen. Cantwell’s DC office before June 2nd, and we need your help to reach 

that goal.  

 

A few quick tips: 

 Do state your name and the city you live in, so that you’re recognized as a constituent.  

 Do make your message personal, using your own words, but also keep it concise.   

 Don’t try to talk about everything – focus on this issue.   

 Don’t send a letter or call a local office – if we coordinate and all call the DC office, it will have a larger impact.  

 

About the bill – S.200 (more info on the issue here)  

 Currently, the President has sole authority to launch a first-use nuclear strike - a policy that increases the risk of 

nuclear war and is vulnerable to accidents and miscommunication. 

 The use of even one nuclear weapon would be a humanitarian and environmental disaster almost beyond 

comprehension. The only cure for a nuclear attack is prevention.  

 Sen. Ed Markey introduced a bill called the Restricting First Use of Nuclear Weapons Act of 2017, which would 

require congressional approval and a declaration of war to launch a first-strike nuclear attack.  We see this as a 

basic way to ensure checks-and-balances on Executive powers.  

 So far neither of our Senators have co-sponsored the bill, and only Rep. Jayapal has co-sponsored in the House.  

 

What to say?  

 Introduce yourself, including your name and where you live.   

 Ask Sen. Cantwell to co-sponsor the Restricting First Use of Nuclear Weapons Act, Senate bill 200 

 Expand a little on why you care about this issue.  

 Thank them for their time.  

A Sample: 

Hi, my name is Lilly Adams, and I’m a constituent in Seattle. I’d like to encourage Sen. Cantwell to co-sponsor the 

Restricting First Use of Nuclear Weapons Act, Senate bill 200. I’ve recently heard more about our current policy on 

nuclear weapons, which gives the president sole authority to launch a first-strike nuclear weapons attack! I think this is 

really concerning, and increases the risk of nuclear war. This bill is an important way to make sure there are checks and 

balances on the ability to launch a nuclear attack. Thanks for passing along this message!  

 

 

How To: 

1. Take a few minutes to plan your call or letter – see tips below. 

2. Call her Washington, DC office at (202) 224-3441 

3. Track your contact! Tell whoever asked you, or reach out directly to Lilly Adams at 

(206) 547-2630 or lilly@wpsr.org. This is the only way we can assess our impact. 

 

http://congressfoundation.org/news/press-releases/1325-at-peak-of-citizen-activism-new-congressional-management-foundation-report-details-most-effective-means-of-contacting-congress
http://www.ucsusa.org/sites/default/files/attach/2017/03/Markey-Lieu-First-Strike-Fact-Sheet.pdf
mailto:lilly@wpsr.org

